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He then reflected with a serious joy, that this young gentleman should be thus touched with a solid sense of religion and good things, for it was easy to see that it was not a slight or an insincere work upon his rnind; it rejoiced his heart, that the heir of the estate should be thus likely to prove a good man ; and it presently occurred to his thoughts how great a blessing such a gentleman might be to the country, to the poor, and to the uninstructed people round him ; as well by reforming their manners, and restraining their vices, as perhaps by bringing religion to be accepted and received among them by his example.
These were some of the thoughts he came along with, and he prayed to God, as he walked, very earnestly, that he might be made an instrument to bring the soul of this gentleman to the knowledge of God, and to bow at the footstool of his Redeemer as a true penitent.
His prayers were not in vain: prayer put up from such a principle, and with such a spirit, seldom is made in vain.
He came to the gentleman while he was in bed; for he had given orders to his servants to bring him up to his chamber; there he delivered him the Bible, and told him he hoped he would find in it both encouragement and direction in the great work which he was going about, and that God would bless him, and would supply by his grace all the wants of early instruction, which he had so much complained of.
He received the poor man with a glad heart, made him sit down by him, and told him God had made him the instrument of so much good to him, that he could not part with him any more while he stayed in the country.
William, says he, God has made you a father to